
Biological Data Review

Reviewing Biological Data Submittals



Project Planning

All parameter codes in QAPP’s 

A7 table

Minimum data requirements

Additional data

Planning ahead 



When submitting Biological Data…

• Submit separately from your regular routine data 

submittals



Types of Files Required for Submitting 

Biological Data

• Validator Report

• ASCII Pipe Delimited EVENT and RESULTS Text Files

• Data Summary

• BLOB Files

• README file

• Text File, Word Document, or Excel Spreadsheet



Validator Report

-Make note of how 

many events

-Review parameter 

codes

-Review what stations 

are included in 

dataset



Validator Report

Stations included in 

dataset 

* 2 stations with 10 

sample sets for 

each station



Pipe Delimited 

Event File and 

Results File

Two ASCII pipe-
delimited text files

Files are related to 
each other through 
the Tag ID 

One to many 
relationship

1 event, many 
results



Event and 

Results Files

Combine Event and Results Files

Sort – Arrange - Color code

Does it looks reasonable?

Station 18355

2 Site Visits – Non-Critical and 

Critical

2 visits x 5 89888s = 10 sample 
sets for 18355



Validator Report

Review of the text 

files confirms 10 

sample sets each 

from 2 stations



Validator Report

Which brings us back to 

the 20 sample sets at 

the top of the Validator 

Report



Another way to think about it…

2 stations in the data set

x

2 site visits/events for each station

=

4 site visits/events overall

5 sample sets/types of biology per site visit  

x

4 site visits      

=

20 sample sets in total



The CRP Data Review Process also 

includes…

• A review of the parameters relating to the event

• Were the minimum efforts met for:

• Seine hauls

• Kicknet sampling

• Electrofishing



Data Summary

Any data 

discrepancies should 

be documented here





BLOBs

Reviewing the components BLOB files

Maximum size for each attachment is 15 MB

Maximum number of attachments per Event or Sample Set is 5



BLOBs

Naming files

StationID_StreamName_FileType_Date.pdf

12380_MedinaRiver_Transects_3_18_14.pdf

This file contains Habitat Transect data from the Medina River 

at Station 12380 from 3/18/2014



Types of BLOB files

 ALM Checklist

 Site Map(s)

 Voucher photos

 Habitat transect photos

 Habitat transect worksheet

Other

 Summary of event

 Habitat Quality Index

 Etc.



README file

README file lists each BLOB 

submitted

Each BLOB file submitted 

should include: 

1) Tag No.

2) BLOB file name

3) Description of the BLOB

4) What level the BLOB 

should be attached 

(Event or Sample Set)





ALM Checklist

The ALM Checklist 

and Site Map can 

be combined into 

a single BLOB



Site Map

Area where collection 

occurred



Voucher Photos

All voucher photos 

combined into one PDF

Each photo labeled:

species name

sample date

station information



Habitat Transect 

Photos

All transect photos combined 

into one PDF

Each photo labeled:

four views

transect number

sample date

station information



Habitat 

Worksheet

Complete worksheet

Use SWQM Worksheet or 

equivalent

Label:

upstream

downstream

transects



Other

‘Other’ files can be 

combined into one 

PDF



Critical Event
August 23, 2011 Site 
17471 Llano RiverField

Tag L103538
SS ID 13084044

Collected 8/4/11

Conventionals
Tag L102253

SSID 12949366
Collected 8/4/11

24H
Tag L103942

SSID 13194964

Benthics
Tag L103941

SSID 13194963

Fish Metadata
Tag L103944

SSID 13194966

Fish Seining
Tag L103946

SSID 13194968

Fish Shocking
Tag L103945

SSID 13194967

Habitat
Tag L103943

SSID 13194965

Sample Event Id # 1351024
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Clean Rivers Program

Biological Data Review Process

Alexandra Smith

Project Manager

512-239-6697

alexandra.smith@tceq.texas.gov


